2025 Pennsylvania State Soccer Challenge

Worthy State Officers, Regional Program Chairman, District Deputies, Grand Knights, Worthy
Officers, Worthy Brothers:

From:

Kelly Brown, Soccer Challenge Chairman & John Cocco, State Community Director

Just a reminder that our 2025 Pennsylvania State Soccer Challenge is fast approaching and is
scheduled Saturday, November 1, 2025. Registration starts at 12:00 Noon. State competition
begins at 1:00pm. The event will be held at:

St. Joan of Arc School-(Near Hershey Park)
1525 Sand Hill Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036

TIMELINE-The recommended time frame for the Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge is:
Council Championship — September
District Championship — September/October
Regional Championship — October
Jurisdictional (State) Championship — November
Some key items to consider:
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Promote the event as a community event. Review Soccer Challenge Guide Sheet #
10618, dated 4/2021, for additional promotional tools. Plan ahead.
Select a chairman. The success of your soccer challenge event is up to your council.

Materials used to determine age of competitors should not be copied or retained.
The chairman should communicate in writing to winning participants the next step/date,
location/address and time of the competition. Carbon copy District Deputy and
Regional Program Chairman.

Request winners that cannot make the next level of competition communicate to the
soccer chairman as soon as possible, in order that the runner-up may take their place.
Work to use the blue Soccer Challenge Entry Form/Score Sheet #4578. Dated 5/2021.
Avoid using outdated, two-sided brown forms that lack email & council # spaces.
Train all Knights and volunteers involved on the soccer Playbook program.

Ensure two Knights are Safe Environment Program compliant at each challenge.

Work now to reserve your soccer fields.

. Order your council winner plaques and district medallions now. District Deputies should

log on to Supplies Online to order medallions for district competitions, as needed.
Photograph the events as they progress. Share with Kelly Brown.

Use each level of the Soccer Challenge to recruit new K of C members.

Send winning Soccer Challenge Entry Forms/Score Sheets (#4578) to the next level of
competition. State competitor forms should be mailed to: Kelly Brown, St. Joseph Parish, 2935
Kingston Road, York, PA 17402 and received no later than October 29, 2025.

If you have any questions, please email State Soccer Chairman, Kelly Brown at:
kbbrown79@hotmail.com or call/text 1-(717) 668-0509 or State Community Director, John Cocco at:

jcdd29@gmail.com or call/text 1-(610) 842-8426. New to the soccer challenge program. Ask questions.




Soccer Challenge Entry Form/Score Sheet

I wish to enter THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SOCCER CHALLENGE in the category and age group checked below. My eligibility is to
be determined by my age as of September 1.

D D D l:l I:l |:I D I:] Note: This same form must be used for the Council, District and

Boys Girls AGE: 9 10 P 12 13 4 Jurisdiction Competition — please be sure it is passed on accordingly.
Name of Entrant Date of Birth
Street Address
City State/Province Postal Code
Parent/Guardian Telephone (Circle one: Home  Cell) Email Signature of Entrant

This Section To Be Completed By Parent/Guardian: Council No.

By signing below, the undersigned requests and approves of the entrant's registration and participation in the KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SOCCER
CHALLENGE (“The Contest”). In consideration for the entrant’s participation in the Contest, the undersigned (1) acknowledges that the entrant’s
participation will be the at the sale risk of the entrant and the undersigned and (2) agrees to release, indemnify and hold the Knights of Columbus
Supreme Council, its subordinate units, officers, agents members and employees harmless from any and all demands, claims or causes of action arising
from or relating to the entrant’s participation in the Contest. The undersigned also agree to allow representatives from the Knights of Columbus Supreme
Council or any of its subordinate units to take and publish photographs or videos of the entrant during the Contest. The entrant may compete in only
one council level competition. Parent or guardian must sign this form before entrant competes.

Parent/Guardian Date signed

This Section To Be Completed K of C Officials:

SCORING INSTRUCTIONS: Each contestant will be allowed 15 consecutive penalty kicks in council competition and 25 consecutive penalty kicks in
all other levels. Indicate number of kicks “made” by checking of boxes in first column. Those tied for highest score will compete in successive rounds
each being allowed 3 kicks until one contestant emerges as winner. Use other columns to indicate scores in “tie-breaker” rounds.

l COMPETITION PENALTY KICKS (Shots made) j TIE-BREAKER ROUND TOTALS |
Council: spts: JO00000000000000:000/000/[000000
opts: 00000000000000:000000000000
20pts: JO00000000000000:000|000000000
o +33HBAEAEABABAEE nonoogoagoon
e 020000000000000 00| nonjpoo Do
»+BBBE8EEEE558885; 000 noonon oo
oo s J000000 80000 000000000000
om= B38EBBEBRB89998 non nonjpoo oD
z0p B30 00000 O R0 000 no0Doo non
Jurisdiction: 5pts:%%%%%%%%%5%%%%%jmmm 000000000
o BBABABAA5R8BA5 00 ponjpon oo
20 000000890000000 100 no/non oo

of this completed form for their files)

<

(Councils should retain a cop
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Pennsylvania Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge

The progressive competition is as follows:
Council Competition

Address:

District Competition

Address:

Region Competition

Address:

State Competition

Date: Registration Time: Start Time:
Field/School or Parish Name:

For more information contact:

Cell Phone: Email Address:

Date: Registration Time: Start Time:
Field/School or Parish Name:

For more information contact:

Cell Phone: Email Address:

Date: Registration Time: Start Time:
Field/School or Parish Name:

For more information contact:

Cell Phone: Email Address:

Date: Registration Time: Start Time:

Field/School or Parish Name:

Address:

For more information contact:

Cell Phone: Email Address:

@ Playbook




Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge Goal Set-up Program-Video Supplement

The purpose of this program is to provide basic information that will aid soccer
challenge chairman and volunteers in setting up soccer goals and organizing your
event.

Our Supreme website has many tools available for your use. The Soccer Challenge
Guide Sheet, Item #10618, is a good tool to market/promote and execute your
program.

For those councils engaging in the Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge for the
first time, a detailed review of pages 10 and 11 of the Soccer Challenge Playbook,
ltem #4576, should be completed.

If program materials are needed, it is recommended a Soccer Challenge Kit (#SC-
Kit) be ordered through Supplies Online. The kits are free. There is a $5.00
shipping fee, however.

There are many details involved in setting up a Knights of Columbus Soccer
Challenge at any level. It is your job to be organized, promote the program and
obtain all the materials needed.

Work with local representatives in order to reserve the soccer field(s). Publish
those dates and times as soon as possible. Determine protocols from local soccer
coaches. For example, they may not permit spray painting of penalty kick lines on
their fields during the soccer season. An alternative may be needed, such as
anchoring yellow rope at the penalty kick lines and tie breaker lines with ground
stakes, detailed at the end of this program.

The following is a suggested method for putting the rope on a 24’ wide x 8 high
goal. If your council’s method for setting up soccer challenge goals is sufficient,
there is no need to change what you are doing.

This method is offered to those councils that may need to enhance their program.
It may also be beneficial to soccer challenge chairman and volunteers setting up
goals for the first time.



There are three items needed for this recommended method:

1. Everbilt Hollow Braid Polypropylene Rope. 3/8-inch-thick x 100 feet in
length. Item Number 292 214. Home Depot-Fasteners aisle. $14.97 each.
Approximately 50 feet of the rope will be needed for each goal. One bag
should provide enough rope for two goals. If setting up six goals, three bags
will be needed. Once installed, there will be seven foot of rope left over for

additional use from each 50’ length.

et

2. 14-inch Cable Ties (Zip Ties). Commercial Electric Brand-Pack of 100 is
shown. Item # 295 715. Tensile Strength-50 pounds. Home Depot-
Electrical aisle. $18.85. Utilize two per contact point on the goal post to
avoid breakage during event. Southwire Brand in black is also available.
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3.

Everbilt 11-inch Ground Stakes-ltem #295 715-Two per goal opening. Home
Depot-Fasteners aisle. $3.57 each. Rope can be run through hole at the top
of the stake, tied and well-anchored when placed in the ground.

Tools and equipment needed include:
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Two five to eight-foot-high stepladders-Utilized to reach eight-foot-high
sections of the soccer goal opening. Ensure your ladder is free of defects
and properly rated for the weight of the user.

Durable scissors, pruning shears-Needed to cut the yellow rope, once
anchored to the ground and remove zip ties after the event.

One or two 30" measuring tapes

One or two 2lb. to 3lb. hammers to pound in ground stakes

One or two claw hammers-To remove/pry-up ground stakes

One or two cans of white latex spray paint to mark penalty kick lines and tie
breaker lines.

One or two 3’ x 1” x 2” Guides- (Pieces of wood) to line off (spray paint or
mark) penalty kick lines and tie breaker lines. Also, can be utilized as a
stable surface to pull stakes out of the ground after the event.

One or two rolls of masking or painters tape to aid in painting penalty and
tie breaker lines.

Setting up Knights of Columbus soccer challenge goals can be somewhat time
consuming. You may need 30 minutes per goal the first time this job is completed.
It is recommended that two volunteers work on each goal. Organize your goals in
a manner that will allow enough space for participants to kick and miss kicks will
not interfere with the other participant goals. Spacing of 30 yards apart per goal,
is recommended.



As the diagram indicates, the rope on a 24’ x 8’ goal post should be anchored to
the ground at a distance of eight feet on both sides of the goal post. Be exact as
to the center portion of the landing when anchoring the orange ground stakes.

Utilize the netting of the goal post to aid in holding the two zip ties in place when
mounting the yellow rope at the four contact points. Attached the zip ties loosely
or just get them started when applying them to the contact points. Initially,
measure four foot exactly on the inside risers and at eight feet at the inside area
of the top bar of the soccer goal on both sides.
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Using the first orange ground stake with rope attached, thread the ground stake
and rope through the four-foot zip ties, both eight-foot zip ties, back down to the
four-foot ties and down to the ground.



Once the rope has been threaded through all four sections of zip ties, you will
then be able to install the first orange stake into the ground at eight feet exactly
from the goal post riser. The stake should be level with the ground surface and
not create a trip hazard.

Care should be used to install the orange stakes. Utilize a 2Ib. to 3lb. hammer to
pound the stake into the ground. Make contact with the stake in the center to
avoid breaking the top portion. Extra stakes should be purchased in the event a
stake is damaged. Used properly, the orange stakes can be reused for many years.

Once the first stake is anchored to the ground, you can then begin to tighten the
rope and zip ties around the goal post. Be sure to place two zip ties at each
contact point to avoid breakage. When you have removed the slack through each
zip tie contact point, pull all zip ties as secure as possible at the marked/measured
areas of the goal post.

With the assistance of another volunteer, thread the yellow rope through the hole
of the second orange ground stake. With the 2lb. or 3lb. hammer, pound the



stake into the ground leaving two inches exposed. With the help of the volunteer,
pull the rope taunt through the stake and secure the rope to the stake with a
square knot. This will permit you to tighten the rope additionally when pounding
the second stake into the ground at the distance of eight feet from the second
goal riser.

The yellow rope should be taunt or tight enough to cause the ball to bounce off of
it, if struck directly. Once the tightness of the rope has been confirmed, the
excess rope on the second orange ground stake should be cut off. The second
stake then pounded into the ground and level with the ground surface.

Next, we will mark the “penalty kick lines” and “tie breaker lines.”

It is suggested that “Penalty Kick Lines” and “Tie Breaker Lines” be placed on
separate goals for each age group to avoid confusion on which lines to use.

For 9, 10 and 11-year-old goals, measure a distance of 10 yards or thirty feet from
the center of the goal post line. A 3’ x 1”x 2” guide is being used to mark the
penalty kick line. Place the back edge of the 3" x 1”x 2” guide at the 30-foot
distance needed. Ensure the guide is square with the goal opening. To create a
professional line, a second piece of wood can be placed two inches behind the
first and the side edges taped off. Carefully spray paint the area directly behind
the guide with white spray paint. A painted line of 3’ long and 2 inches wide is
recommended for penalty and tie breaker lines.

Then measure the tie breaker line an additional distance of 3 yards behind the 30-
foot penalty kick line. Spray paint the area directly behind the guide.

For 12, 13 and 14 year old goals, measure a distance of 12 yards or thirty-six feet
from the center of the goal post line. Place the back edge of the 3’ x 1”x 2” guide
at the 36-foot distance needed. Ensure the guide is square with the goal opening.
Spray paint the area directly behind the guide.

Then measure the tie breaker line an additional distance of 3 yards or 9 feet
behind the 36-foot penalty kick line. Spray paint the area directly behind the
guide.

The spray-painted area may need touched up before the contest begins due to
practice kick activity.



Some soccer coaches may prohibit painting lines on the field. If this is the case,
orange ground stakes and yellow rope can be utilized. Measure off the distances
needed, place the 3’ x 1”x 2" guide at the appropriate lines and measure the
yellow rope at three-foot lengths as needed. Ensure the rope is secured tightly to
the orange ground stakes and the ground surface to prevent creating a trip hazard
for participants. This technigue has been utilized for many years and works well.

You are now ready to proceed with the other elements of the Knights of Columbus
Soccer Challenge.

A checklist is recommended to ensure all elements of the program are met. A
checklist in “Word” is included and can be modified as needed for your event(s).



Sample Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge
Checklist & Program Guidance Tool

(This tool is provided as a sample document to highlight items needed for a successful Knights of
Columbus Soccer Challenge. Modify as needed to suit your needs.)

Date: Registration Time: Start Time:

Location:

As the annual soccer challenge event progresses, scoring sheets should be provided
to: ,no later than: . Call/Text-

or email: with questions. Mail or email scoring
sheets to:

Name:
Title:
Address:
Email:

*Reminder-In the event there is a breakdown with scoring sheets being mailed or provided,
blank copies should be made available by the Soccer Challenge Chairman.

To Do + Inventory Checklist-Local Volunteers Arrive at:

-Set-up goals. Allow 30 minutes to set up each goal.
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-Set-up K of C Competition directional signs at property entrances, etc.

-Provide K of C marketing materials in order for candidates to join.

-6 Clipboards/6 Pens-Bring extra pens and two additional clipboards.

-Two five to eight-foot ladders for anchoring rope on goals at eight-foot height.
-Yellow rope for goals (100-foot bags). 50 feet of rope will be needed for each goal.

-White Latex spray paint for penalty kick lines. Additional yellow rope, if spray
painting is prohibited by the soccer league.

-Orange Tent Pegs-Two per goal. Bring extras in case of breakage. Four extras per
goal, if spray painting is prohibited.

-Durable scissors or pruning shears for cutting rope and for removing zip ties after
the event.

-100-Heavy Duty Zip Ties (14 inches in length). Double band to prevent breakage.
-One or two 30-foot measuring tapes

-One or two 21b. or 3lb. hammers to pound stakes into the ground.

-One or two Claw Hammers to pry up stakes.

-One or two pieces of wood-3’ x 1” x 2” for use when painting Penalty Kick Lines and
Tie Breaker Lines. The pieces of wood can also be utilized for prying up ground
stakes.

-Megaphone for opening and closing of program and directional guidance.
-Cameraltripod for pictures of winners, kicking action, attendees.

-Select a Knight to be in charge of pictures. Take pictures of participants at all
goals.

-K of C Soccer Balls. Five balls per goal minimum. 15 #4 balls. 15 #5 balls.

-Start installation of rope/zip ties, etc. Allow 30 minutes to create each designated
goal. No later than three hours before the start of the event, if creating six separate
goals.

Ages 9, 10, 11 (Boys & girls competitions): Use a regulation-size soccer ball (Size #4)
and shoot 10 yards from the goal. Tie-breaker lines installed 3 additional yards
behind 10-yard line. Check pressure of each ball.



Ages 12, 13, 14 (Boys & girls competitions): Use a regulation-size soccer ball (Size
#5) and shoot 12 yards from the goal. Tie-breaker lines installed 3 additional yards
behind 12-yard line. Check pressure of each ball.

-Two card tables for registration + Four Chairs for K of C volunteers at field
entrance. Two card tables and two chairs for Soccer Chairman and assistant.
Provide 10 extra chairs for elderly in covered or shaded area, if possible.

-If there is dew on bleachers, use paper towels or clean rags to remove the moisture.

-Registration Signing. Attached signing to registration table or sandwich board, if
available.

-Organize scoring sheets.

Sort by age and boy or girl. Place a checkmark on the top right-hand corner of the
scoring sheet when contestant has arrived. Once all boys and girls for each age
group have arrived, the Soccer Chairman will issue the scoring sheets to each State
Officer, Regional Officer or District Deputy assigned as scorekeepers. *Work to
have one scorekeeper, two judges, (one in front of goal, one behind goal), and two
ball boys or girls. Ball boys or girls should not be competitors of kicker. Relatives
should not be involved with any activity of the competitor.

-Air pumps. Manual and electric. Two needles per pump.

-Soccer balls pumped and sorted by size/age group in correctly labeled bags.
-Trophy presentation platform or area identified. If appropriate, Regional
Champion placard installed. Battery powered drill with Phillips head drill bit in
order to switch placards.

-Soccer Kit on site.

-Place council winner placards, district winner trophies, regional winner trophies or
state winner trophies, as appropriate on a display table or card table. Protect
trophies if windy weather could cause the trophies to fall and be damaged.

Amenities

-Bottled Water-One or two cases chilled.

-Snacks for families

-Restrooms identified for participants.

-Coffee and donuts for volunteers, if appropriate.
-Paper towels/Windex/Hand Sanitizer available.
-Two Garbage Cans/ Two Garbage Bags

Determine who will present trophies. Take pictures of each winner with State
Deputy, Regional Program Director, DD’s, State Officer(s) and then take group
pictures of winners with officers and volunteers. *Tear Down. It should look like
we were not there. All garbage, etc. removed from the field.



Girls-Winners/Council Name/Council # & Score

Age Winner Name Council Name & # Score

9

|
10 l
|

11

12 l

13

14

Boys-Winners/Council Name/Council # & Score

Age Winner Name Council Name & # Score

9

10

11

12

13

14




Soccer Kick-Off Program-Use Megaphone, if needed.

Soccer Challenge Chairman will do a welcome to council participants or winners
and their families as the annual event progresses. Then do introductions of State,
Regional Officers, District Deputies, etc. *Write in attending officers names in
preparation for the kick-off.

State Deputy

State Faith Director

State Community Director
State Advocate

Regional Program Director
Diocese Membership Director
District Deputies

Let’s start the competition with a prayer from Father or his designate.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Strong and faithful God, as we come together for this contest, we ask you to bless
these athletes. Keep them safe from injury and harm, instill in them respect for
each other, and reward them for their perseverance. Lead us all to the rewards of
your kingdom where you live and reign for ever and ever, Amen.

Soccer Chairman Guidance

Competitors will get three practice kicks before scoring, followed by 15 kicks at the
council level. District, regional, state competitions, competitors will get 25 kicks.

Advise competitors by age, which goal they will be assigned to. Normally, girls will
kick first. (Itis recommended that goals be marked off for specific ages, to avoid
confusion with too many penalty kick lines. For example, “the goal or goals nearest
to us will be for competitors ages 9, 10, 11. The three goals farthest from us will be
for competitors, ages 12, 13, and 14.”)

Competitors will be kicking in front of their peers. We will have at a minimum, one
judge, two are preferred, one scorekeeper and one ball boy or girl. State Officers,
Regional Officers and District Deputies have been assigned as judges and
scorekeepers. Competitors will not be permitted to participate in any activity with
their peers other than competitive kicks. Relatives of competitors should not
participate in scoring, ball boy or girl or judging activity.

Normal rules of soccer regarding penalty kicks apply. Penalty kick violations
include stepping on or over the line prior to the kick. Any contact made with the
ball counts as a kick.



In the event a tie breaker is necessary, it should be conducted as follows: Each
contestant will have the opportunity to take three kicks from a position three yards
behind their designated age penalty line. If the contestants are still tied, they will
then continue to take turns of three kicks each, until a clear winner emerges.

Scorekeepers will advise the Soccer Challenge Chairman, of the winner for each boy
and girl by age group, as soon as possible, in order to document the winners and
proceed with placard, medallion or trophy presentations. The Soccer Challenge
Chairman should review all sheets to ensure accuracy of the results.

Next step. If the event is progressing to the next level, be sure to hand the
competitors guidance as to the date, time and address of their next competition.

Remember, we want to take lots of pictures during the event and during the award
presentations.

Good luck to everyone! Let the competition begin!

*Closing comments will be provided by senior most State Officer or their designate.



